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Introduction

The Holy Quran delineates the legal and value system of Islam by presenting
exceptional exemplars. The figure of Asiya, the wife of Pharaoh, occupies an
exceptional position as a paradigm for the believers (Q. 66:11). The exegetical
tradition has underscored the independence of a woman’s faith-based personality and
the fact that her husband’s disbelief has no impact on her eschatological destiny.
Nevertheless, the essential inquiry is whether this independence of faith necessitates
that a woman be subjected to any form of oppression, torture, or threat to her life and
religion at the hands of her husband. This notion is challenged by the comprehensive
supplication of Asiya, which includes a request for deliverance from Pharaoh himself,
from his deed, and from the wrongdoing people.

The primary goal of this study is to investigate the jurisprudential-legal potentials of
the Quranic model of Pharaoh’s wife and to address the question of how this model
can serve as a foundation for the establishment or enhancement of the woman’s
jurisprudential agency in the pursuit of her fundamental rights, which may include
the suspension of marital obligations or the dissolution of marriage in similar
circumstances. To this end, the study addresses three research questions: first,
whether the figure of Asiya in the exegetical tradition is an independent and active
personality who made her own choices and offered resistance of her own volition;
second, what jurisprudential-legal potential does the supplication “and save me from
Pharaoh and his deed” hold for the suspension or dissolution of marital obligations;
and third, how Asiya’s situation corresponds to jurisprudential rules and doctrines
such as the rule of negation of hardship (rafy al-haraj), the rule of negation of
dominion (rafy al-sabil), and divorce by the authority of the ruler (talaq hakimi). The
study’s hypothesis is that this demand, in addition to expressing a sincere desire to
alter the current situation and to sever from an oppressive relationship, goes beyond
a mere request for assistance.
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Literature Review

The examination of the mutual rights and obligations of spouses, the institution of
divorce, and the conditions stipulated within the marriage contract has been the
primary focus of Quranic and jurisprudential studies regarding the position of women
in marital relations. From an exegetical standpoint, the majority of studies on verse
11 of Sura al-Tahrim have depicted Asiya as a moral and faith-based model who
maintained her faith in the presence of external pressures. The moral and spiritual
aspects of Asiya’s personality have been the primary focus of the existing exegeses.
However, the jurisprudential-legal potential of her supplication for the development
of practical rules has received minimal attention. The literature review indicates that
no study has yet analyzed the supplication of Asiya as a “jurisprudential claim” with
practical implications in the realm of the dissolution or suspension of marital
obligations. The present study is twice as necessary due to this research gap.
Research Method

Qualitative and inferential content analysis were implemented in this investigation.
The research approach is a jurisprudential-exegetical analysis that applies the subject
to the context of a historical-Quranic instance. The combination of the Quranic
sciences and the science of jurisprudence (figh) is one of the novel methods in
religious studies that contribute to a more profound comprehension of the Sharia’s
teachings. The exegetical foundations of Asiya’s personality are initially explicated
in this study. Subsequently, the semantic layers of her supplication are analyzed, and
the correspondence between Asiya’s situation and jurisprudential rules and
evidentiary bases is analyzed.

Research Findings

The research results indicate the following. Initially, in the exegetical tradition, Asiya
is depicted as a self-aware and resilient individual who, despite facing opposition,
made her own decisions and acted on her own volition to alter her situation. Her
supplication is not a passive plea for assistance; rather, it is a legal action that asserts
her right to life, dignity, and faith.

Secondly, an examination of the semantic layers of the supplication “and save me
from Pharaoh and his deed” demonstrated that this request has a significant
jurisprudential potential for the suspension of marital obligations. The term “deed” is
broadly defined to encompass the entire oppressive pattern of behavior. However, the
specific and valid interpretation of “deed” as “sexual intercourse” provides an
exegetical-hadith foundation for the woman’s “right to refuse conjugal compliance
(tamkin)” in situations where this obligation is in conflict with her dignity and
religious well-being.

Third, Asiya’s action is in complete accordance with the fundamental jurisprudential
doctrines and evidentiary bases in terms of the correspondence with jurisprudential
rules. Her circumstance is the most comprehensive example of religious and life-
threatening “harm,” rendering the continuation of such a relationship illegitimate
under the principle of “negation of hardship.” Simultaneously, Pharaoh’s ideological
domination is a clear example of a disbeliever’s “dominion” over a believer, a
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violation of the rule of “negation of dominion.” Asiya’s supplication for deliverance
is transformed into a Quranic basis for the permissibility, or even the obligatoriness,
of the “dissolution of marriage” at the request of a believing woman in similar
circumstances by correspondence with these two rules.

Conclusion

This research demonstrated that Asiya’s supplication in verse 11 of Sura al-Tahrim,
in addition to serving as a moral example of patience, can also represent a legal and
jurisprudential claim to protect a woman’s rights in the face of religious persecution
and oppression. Her supplication reveals the jurisprudential potential for the
dissolution of marriage, the suspension of specific marital obligations (such as
conjugal compliance), and the right to leave an oppressive environment by requesting
deliverance from the person of Pharaoh, from his deed (sexual intercourse), and from
the wrongdoing people. The novelty of this research is its transition from a purely
moral interpretation to a systematic jurisprudential and legal analysis, as well as its
derivation of “practical rights” from a Quranic model. This study illustrates that the
Islamic Sharia has the ability to provide effective frameworks for the protection of
women’s fundamental rights within the family and to acknowledge her agency in
defending those rights by relying on its own exegetical foundations.

Keywords: Asiya, Dissolution of Marriage, Jurisprudential Rules, Quranic Teachings,
Suspension of Marital Obligations, Women’s Agency, Women’s Rights.
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