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Abstract

The word “mother”—a title respected and sometimes even sanctified in all civilizations—holds a
unique position in Islam’s moral framework. In Islamic ethical practice, motherhood and the
designation of “mother” constitute a distinctive status and are regarded as part of women’s rights .
Alongside this premise, scientific progress in medical sciences and new assisted reproductive
technologies—particularly in vitro fertilization (IVF) and surrogacy—which involve fertilization of
the intended couple’s gametes in a laboratory and the placement of the resulting embryo in another
woman’s womb until birth, raise complex jurisprudential questions regarding (i) the assignment of the
maternal title and (ii) the identification of the “real mother ”.From a jurisprudential perspective, the
most significant issue is determining the identity and role of the gestational woman and deciding
whether the maternal title should be attributed to one or both women involved—namely, whether the
situation can be understood as the theory of true dual motherhood. Given the distinctive contributions
of each woman throughout the process, and in light of current medical findings, the following legal—
jurisprudential question arises: Can both women be regarded as “real mothers” on the basis of
jurisprudential references and medical evidence? In other words, can a child have two mothers
simultaneously, each enjoying equal duties and equal rights ?Previous studies have not sufficiently
addressed this problem, and due to the novelty of the subject, Imamiyyah jurists have not extensively
engaged with it. The purpose of this article is to examine the various dimensions of this issue and to
provide a jurisprudential answer consistent with the principles of Imamiyyah jurisprudence, together
with the relevant medical data..This research adopts a descriptive—analytical method and a
documentary (library-based) approach. The present study aims to support—at the theoretical level,
not merely as a formal legal ruling—the theory of true dual motherhood, grounded in the
jurisprudential permissibility of more than one “mother” in Sharia .Moreover, by considering the
direct impact of epigenetics alongside genetics on fetal development and formation, the study
concludes that, when examining the evidence of those who attribute motherhood to either (a) the egg
owner or (b) the womb owner, and evaluating relevant Qur’anic and narrational proofs as well as
jurisprudential and conceptual discussions of the term “mother” (“umm”), together with supporting
medical data, it is possible to substantiate the possibility of true dual motherhood. Accordingly, the
results of establishing this theory can be reflected in discussions concerning the child’s and mothers’
legal and ethical identity as well as in the judicial process.

Keywords: Dual motherhood theory, surrogate motherhood, dual motherhood in surrogacy, egg
owner, uterus owner, genetics, epigenetics.
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