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Abstract

Clause 3 of Article 18 of the Iranian Passport Law mandates that all married women
require their husband's consent in order to receive a passport and to leave the country.
While this legal provision applies generally, it has disproportionately impacted a
particular segment of society—namely, elite women—by imposing undue restrictions
which have had adverse for society as a whole. In light of the need to assess the feasibility
of amending this law with respect to elite women, and given the jurisprudential basis of
statutory laws in the Islamic Republic of Iran, this paper adopts a descriptive-analytical
approach to examine the social imperatives for revisiting Clause 3 of Article 18. The
findings reveal the necessity to revised the aforementioned law regarding elite women
from several jurisprudential and social perspectives: first from the perspective of the
obligation of travel, second, from the perspective of conditions and changing the
requirements of the time; third, from the application of secondary jurisprudential
principles (‘unwanat al-thanawiyya); Fourth from the precedence of public welfare over
individual procedural formalities. Based on these considerations, the paper proposes that,
for elite women, a temporary travel permit can be issued as an alternative to a standard
passport. Such a permit would eliminate the requirement for spousal consent and limit the
scope of travel strictly to participation in designated international events, thereby ensuring
both legal compliance and practical flexibility.
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